
Main TAKEAWAY
The resurrection of Jesus changes everything—God can take what seems like an ending and turn 
it into a new beginning. Like the disciples, you can respond to “But God” moments with “I believe.”

INTRODUCTION 
What are two words that you like to hear? That you don’t like to hear?

Pastor Greg shared that two of the most powerful words in Scripture are “But God” 
and “I believe.” How are these connected (Romans 5:6-8; Ephesians 2:4)?

UNDERSTANDING

How is the contrast of Saturday evening and Sunday morning expressed in the 
conjunction “but” (v.1)?

Why did Jesus’ followers experience both fear and joy at the same time? How did they 
respond, and why is it theologically significant (Matthew 28:8-10)?

What was extraordinarily ordinary about Christ’s resurrected interactions? What 
does this reveal about the nature of resurrected life?

Pastor Greg shared ways by which the resurrection of Jesus changes everything:

The resurrection of Jesus assures you that you will receive a new body just like His 
(Colossians 3:4). Why is it important to note that you will still be “you” in Heaven?

The resurrection of Jesus assures you that you’re accepted by God—this is called 
justification (Romans 4:22-25). How does the truth that God treated Jesus on the 
cross as if He had lived your life—so He could treat you as if you had lived His—change 
the way you see grace?

The resurrection of Jesus assures you that you have all the power you need to live 
the Christian life—this is called sanctification (Romans 8:11-12). How should this 
impact the way you view your struggle against sin (John 15:5; Philippians 4:13)?

The resurrection of Jesus assures you that you will live forever in Heaven—death died 
when Christ rose (1 Corinthians 15:54-55). In what way is death not the end of the 
road, but a bend in the road (John 11:25-26)?

The resurrection of Jesus assures you that you will have resurrected relationships. 
How is this seen in Jesus’ interactions with His followers? How does this future 
reunion provide present encouragement (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)?

APPLICATION 
Which point above is especially encouraging to you right now? Why?

How have the two words “But God” and “I believe” changed everything for you?

How can you be more mindful of the power of Christ’s resurrection (1 Peter 1:3-5)?

PRAYER
Give thanks for all the “But God” moments in Scripture and in your life. Respond in trust and faith 
by saying “I believe.” He is risen, indeed!
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