
Main TAKEAWAY
It is possible to be close in proximity to Jesus and remain unchanged. We must know who Jesus is 
and what He has done—to trust in Jesus as Savior and to follow Him as Lord. 

INTRODUCTION 
What situation comes to mind when you think of a “close encounter” you have had? 

Why is it possible to have a close encounter with Jesus and remain unchanged? How 
have you seen this in your own life or in others? 

UNDERSTANDING

The Prefect Meets the Perfect (v.1-7). Pontius Pilate was the highest-ranking official 
Jesus spoke with during His earthly ministry. How would you summarize their 
interaction? What does it reveal about Jesus?

Pastor Jonathan explained, “Each of us must choose what to do with Jesus when he 
knocks: accept Him or reject Him.” Why is there no neutrality when it comes to Jesus? 
How is this seen in Pilate’s interaction with Jesus?

The Tetrarch Meets the King (v.7-12). How does Herod’s encounter with Jesus 
illustrate why Jesus doesn’t hand over the sacred things of God as a means of 
entertainment?

What is the difference between wanting a gift and the giver of the gift? How does this 
relate to the way people have “close” encounters with Jesus?

The Guilty Meets the Innocent (v.11-25). Barabbas was guilty, but Jesus was innocent. 
How is the exchange of Jesus for Barabbas a gospel picture (2 Corinthians 5:21)? 

How will this false judgment—and all other sins—be judged at the Great White Throne 
(Revelation 20:11-15)? How did the greatest injustice lead to the greatest hope?

APPLICATION 
To be undecided is to be decided (Matthew 12:30-32). How would you explain this to 
someone who thinks they are “undecided” about Jesus?

 

Pilate got close to Jesus and delegated his decision, and Herod got close to Jesus and 
wanted entertainment—neither were willing to stand for the innocence of Jesus or to 
be changed by Him. How does the fear of man outweigh the fear of God? How are 
these two interactions ironic?

In what ways are we like Barabbas? How has Jesus intervened on your behalf—what is 
your “close encounter” with Jesus that led to spiritual transformation?

PRAYER
Give thanks for close encounters with Jesus that produce spiritual change. Rejoice in the great 
exchange of your sin for the righteousness of Christ. Pray for courage to stand for Christ and to 
share the gospel with others who think they are undecided.
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